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critical occupations, which tend to re-
quire highly specialized skill sets that 
too often are in short supply. 

At the same time, the average debt 
load undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents must bear to finance their edu-
cation continues to increase. As a re-
sult, many young Americans who 
would otherwise be eager to join the 
civil service are prevented from doing 
so. 

In an effort to help established a tal-
ent pipeline for such mission-critical 
positions, today I join with the distin-
guished Senator from New York, Sen-
ator GILLIBRAND, and the distinguished 
Senator from Delaware, Senator KAUF-
MAN, to introduce legislation aimed at 
encouraging and enabling young people 
with valuable, mission-critical skills to 
pursue careers in public service. 

The Roosevelt Scholars Act of 2009 
would establish a foundation named in 
honor of our 26th President and a prin-
cipal architect of the modern civil 
service, Theodore Roosevelt. The Theo-
dore Roosevelt Scholarship Foundation 
would be charged with awarding schol-
arships to outstanding undergraduate 
and graduate students pursuing fields 
of study identified by Federal agencies 
as mission-critical. In return for tui-
tion support and a small stipend, se-
lected students—dubbed Roosevelt 
Scholars—would be required to engage 
in 3 to 5 years of service with a Federal 
agency in need of an individual with a 
Roosevelt Scholar’s unique skill set. 
Scholarships would be provided 
through the Theodore Roosevelt Memo-
rial Scholarship Trust Fund, whose en-
dowment would eventually provide a 
self-sustaining funding mechanism for 
Roosevelt Scholarships. 

I am pleased to be joined in offering 
this legislation by enthusiastic part-
ners. Senator GILLIBRAND is a strong 
supporter of encouraging Americans to 
pursue careers in public service, and I 
am thankful for her diligent work in 
advancing this legislation. Likewise, 
Senator KAUFMAN has demonstrated 
his strong support of our Nation’s civil 
servants by his frequent appearances 
on the floor of this chamber to recog-
nize the accomplishments of out-
standing Federal employees. And on 
the other side of the Capitol Rotunda, 
Representatives DAVID PRICE and MI-
CHAEL CASTLE are already hard at work 
promoting this important legislation. 

The higher education community has 
been quick to see the promise offered 
by the Roosevelt Scholars Act. More 
than 100 public and private universities 
have endorsed this legislation, and the 
list continues to grow. 

I will be the first to tell my col-
leagues that problems as daunting as 
those facing the Federal workforce are 
not solved overnight. I have learned 
from 18 years as a public executive— 
first as mayor of Cleveland, then as 
Governor of Ohio—that progress on 
such challenges is made incrementally. 
Opportunities offered by legislation 
like the Roosevelt Scholars Act are im-
portant components in a larger strat-
egy. 

I urge my colleagues to join in co-
sponsoring the Roosevelt Scholars Act, 
and look forward to working with my 
colleagues in the House and Senate to 
provide young people the opportunity 
to pursue a career in public service as 
Roosevelt Scholars. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2784. Mr. VITTER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 3082, making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2010, and 
for other purposes; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 2785. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 1963, to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide assistance to care-
givers of veterans, to improve the provision 
of health care to veterans, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2784. Mr. VITTER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 3082, making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2010, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

SEC. lll. At the discretion of the Attor-
ney General, funds appropriated under the 
heading ‘‘Byrne Discretionary grants’’ under 
funding for the Department of Justice in the 
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public 
Law 111-8) to the Louisiana District Attor-
ney’s Association for the purpose to support 
an early intervention program for at-risk el-
ementary students may be available to the 
University of Louisiana-Lafayette for the 
same purpose. 

SA 2785. Mr. COBURN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 1963, to amend title 
38, United States Code, to provide as-
sistance to caregivers of veterans, to 
improve the provision of health care to 
veterans, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

On page 177, after line 10, add the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. 1003. REQUIREMENT TO TRANSFER FUND-

ING FOR UNITED NATIONS CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO OFFSET COSTS OF 
PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO FAMILY 
CAREGIVERS OF DISABLED VET-
ERANS. 

The Secretary of State shall transfer to 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, out of 
amounts appropriated or otherwise made 
available in a fiscal year for ‘‘Contributions 
to International Organizations’’ and ‘‘Con-
tributions for International Peacekeeping 
Activities’’, such sums as the Secretaries 
jointly determine are necessary to carry out 
the provisions of this Act and the amend-
ments made by this Act. 
SEC. 1004. MODIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR 

FAMILY CAREGIVER ASSISTANCE. 
(a) LIMITATION.—Section 1717A(b), as added 

by section 102 of this Act, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) who, in the absence of personal care 
services, would require hospitalization, nurs-
ing home care, or other residential care.’’. 

(b) EXPANSION.—Such section 1717A(b) is 
further amended, in paragraph (1), by strik-
ing ‘‘on or after September 11, 2001’’. 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been rescheduled be-
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Wednesday, December 2, 
2009, at 10 a.m., in room SD–366 of the 
Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on policy options for 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or 
by e-mail to 
GinallWeinstock@energy.senate.gov 

For further information, please con-
tact Jonathan Black at (202) 224–6722 or 
Gina Weinstock at (202) 224–5684. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on November 
17, 2009, at 10:30 a.m., in room 562 of the 
Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on No-
vember 17, 2009, at 3 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Protecting Con-
sumers From Abusive Overdraft Fees: 
The Fairness and Accountability in Re-
ceiving Overdraft Coverage Act.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on No-
vember 17, 2009, at 2:30 p.m., in room 
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